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R. Hassmann PO 652 Fall 2005

Rhoda E. Howard-Hassmann, Ph.D., FRSC,
Canada Research Chair in Global Studies and Political Science

COURSE OUTLINE
PO 652: HUMAN RIGHTS AND RETROSPECTIVE JUSTICE
Department of Political Science
Wilfrid Laurier University

Waterloo, Ontario, Canada

Fall 2005, Tuesdays 2:30-5:15 P.M.
Classroom:  Woods 1-607A
Office:  Woods 3-201D
Office Hours: Tuesdays 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 

Telephone:  (519) 884-0710, extension 2780

Email: hassmann@wlu.ca 

Administrative Assistant:  Wendy Webb

Office:  Woods 3-114

Telephone:  (519) 884-0710, extension 3185

Email:  wwebb@wlu.ca
Hours:  M – R, 8:30 A.M. – 1:15 P.M.

Summary 
This course will investigate paths to retrospective justice for gross human rights violations.  Unit I will constitute a general introduction to the topic.  In Unit II, we will discuss the historical precedents of the Holocaust and other events related to WWII; communism; and state terror.  In Unit III we will consider the case studies of aboriginal treaty rights, reparations to African-Americans, and reparations to Africa.  Unit IV will consider recent measures for restorative justice, including trials and indigenous justice, truth commissions, and apologies.  We will conclude with a reconsideration of the theoretical issues.
Texts
Elazar Barkan, The Guilt of Nations: Restitution and Negotiating Historical Injustices.

New York: W.W. Norton, 2000.

John Torpey, ed. Politics and the Past: On Repairing Historical Injustices, New York: Rowman and Littlefield, 2003.

Coursepack: readings selected by Dr. Hassmann. 

Requirements

Requirements will include the following, although some changes may be made after discussions with the class. Students will be expected to read about 100 pp/week.

Weekly Comments: 40% (forty per cent) 

Students must submit a weekly written comment of about 750 words (3 pp. double-spaced) on the readings.  
Class participation: 10% (ten per cent)

Consistent attendance and participation in discussion by all students is necessary to the success of this seminar class.  Students are expected to attend all classes.  Students who must miss class will be expected to write a critical essay of about 1500 words for the missed class, rather than the 750 word commentary. 
Research paper: 50% (fifty per cent)

Proposal (average grade of two drafts):  10 per cent.

Due dates:  First draft: October 18, 2005, in class

                   Second draft (if required): November 1, 2005, in class 


Final term paper:  40 per cent. 

Length: 30 pages (about 7,500 words).
Optional draft due date:  November 22, 2005
Students have the option of submitting a draft paper to Dr. Hassmann.  She will not assign a grade to the draft, but she will make suggestions for improvements.

Final Paper due date: Monday, December 19, 2005, 9:00 A.M. (via email)
Test and Examinations: None.

FAILURE TO COMPLETE ANY ONE OR MORE INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENT CONSTITUTES FAILURE OF THE COURSE AS A WHOLE.
Rules and Other Information 

Students are expected to adhere to Wilfrid Laurier University rules regarding academic dishonesty, religious holidays, and accommodations for disabilities.
Special Needs: 


Students with disabilities or special needs are advised to contact Laurier's Special Needs Office for information regarding its services and resources.  Students are encouraged to review the Calendar for information regarding all services available on campus. 

Plagiarism:

Wilfrid Laurier University uses software that can check for plagiarism.  Students may be required to submit their written work in electronic form and have it checked for plagiarism. 

Extensions

There will be no extensions on assignments except for illness or severe personal extenuating circumstances.  In the event of a weather emergency, students will be expected to submit their assignments via email.  Otherwise, twenty per cent of the total possible mark will be deducted from assignments for each day they are late, including weekends and holidays (except religious holidays).  Students are expected to take account of the possibility of computer or printer failure in planning their time. 

Foot Patrol
After class call 886-FOOT for a walk or drive home - No Walk is Too Short or Too Long!!! 

COURSE SCHEDULE
N.B. Readings are listed below by author. The complete list of readings in the Coursepack is appended to this course outline.

UNIT I: INTRODUCTION: "Coming to Terms with the Past"

Week 1 (September 13) Introduction to course, basic documents
Bassiouni, 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Week 2 (September 20) Theoretical Introduction
Barkan, Chapter 1 
Torpey, ed.  "Introduction," Ch, 2 (Cairns) Ch. 13, (Maier) 
HISTORICAL PRECEDENTS
Week 3: (September 27) Post-WWII: Genocide and Ethnic Cleansing
Barkan: ch. 1, (Germans and Jews), ch. 5 (Nazi Gold), ch. 6 (Eastern Europe)
Torpey Ch.12 (Rousso)

Week 4: (October 4) Post-WW II: other
Barkan, Ch. 2, (Japanese-Americans), ch. 3 (Sex Slaves); ch. 4 (Plunder)
Torpey: ch. 6 (Hein)
Henderson, "Another Bridge"
Week 5: (October 11) Communism, State Terror

Torpey, ch.  8 (Lean)
Robertson, "The Case of General Pinochet"
Gibney, "Decommunization"
David and Yuk-ping, 'Czech Republic"
UNIT III: CASE STUDIES

Week 6: (October 18) Indigenous Peoples

Torpey, ch. 10 (Ratner et. al)
Barkan: chapters 7, and any two of chs. 8-11

Week 7: (October 25) African Americans 

Torpey Ch. 4 (Brooks), ch. 5 (Conley)

Barkan, ch. 12 (Slavery)
Fleming, "When Sorry is Enough"

Howard-Hassmann, "Japanese Americans and African Americans"

Torpey, "Reparations for African-Americans"

Week 8: (November 1) New Claims for Reparations
Reparations to Africa

Dakar Declaration

Torpey ch. 9 (Howard-Hassmann)

Howard-Hassmann, "Group of Eminent Persons"

Others

James, "Chinese Head Tax"

Mize, "Reparations for Mexican Braceros?"
UNIT IV: RECENT INNNOVATIONS IN RETROSPECTIVE JUSTICE

Week 9: (November 8) Trials and Indigenous Justice
Jones, "International Crimes"

Wedgewood, "International Criminal Court: An American View"
Torpey ch. 12 (Vandeginste)
Drumbl, "Justice on the Grass"

Week 10: (November 15) Truth Commissions

Ross, "Using Rights to Measure Wrongs"

Rigby, ""Latin American Experience"

Quinn, "Constraints…Ugandan Truth Commission"
Nowrojee, "Sierra Leone's Rape Victims" 
Week 11: (November 22) Apologies, Museums 
Apologies

Gibney and Roxstrom, "Status of State Apologies"

Gibney and Steiner, "Ápology and the 'War on Terror'"

Parodi, "State Apologies under U.S. Hegemony" 
Museums

ICOM Code of Ethics for Museums 

Torpey, ch. 7 (Phillips and Johnson)

Week 12 (November  29) Reprise: Theoretical Reflections

Torpey, ch. 1 (Olick and Coughlin)

 Barkan, "Conclusion"

Torpey, “‘Making Whole What Has been Smashed’: Reflections on Reparations”

SUPPLEMENTAL READING LIST
1. M. Cherif Basssiouni, "The Right to restitutution, compensation and rehabilitation for victims of gross violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms," http://www.unhchr.ch/Huridocda/Huridoca.nsf/0/42bd1bd544910ae3802568a20060e21f?Opendocument 

2. United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, "The right to restitution, compensation and rehabilitation for victims of grave violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms," http://www.unhchr.ch/huridocda/huridoca.nsf/(Symbol)/E.CN.4.RES.2003.34.En?Opendocument
3. Michael Henderson, "Another Bridge over the River Kwai: Anglo-Japanese Reconciliation," in Henderson, Forgiveness, Wilsonville, Oregon: Book Partners, 1999, pp. 111-23.

4. Geoffrey Robertson, "The Case of General Pinochet," chapter 10 of Robertson, Crimes against Humanity: The Struggle for Global Justice, New York: The New Press, 1999, pp. 368-400.

5. Mark Gibney, "Decommunization: Human Rights Lessons from the Past and Present, and Prospects for the Future,"  Denver Journal of International Law and Policy,  vol. 23, no. 1, Fall 1994, pp. 87-133.

6. Roman David and Susanne Choi Yuk-ping, "Victims of Transitional Justice: Lessons from the Reparation of Human Rights Abuses in the Czech Republic," Human Rights Quarterly, vol. 27, no. 2, May 2005, pp. 392-435.

http://muse.jhu.edu.libproxy.wlu.ca/journals/human_rights_quarterly/v027/27.2david.pdf

7. Eleanor Bright Fleming, "When Sorry is Enough; the Possibility of a National Apology for Slavery" (Prepared for Mark Gibney, Rhoda E. Howard-Hassmann, Jean-Marc Coicaud and Niklaus Steiner, eds., The Age of Apology: The West Faces its Past (contracted for publication by United Nations University Press, 2007, subject to favourable review) [unpublished article, will be distributed via email]
8. Rhoda E. Howard-Hassmann, "Getting to Reparations: Japanese Americans and African Americans," Social Forces, vol. 83, no. 2, December 2004, pp. 823-40. 

http://muse.jhu.edu.libproxy.wlu.ca/journals/social_forces/v083/83.2howard.pdf
9. John Torpey, "Paying for the Past? The Movement for Reparations for African-Americans", Journal of Human Rights, vol. 3, no. 2, June 2004, pp. 171-187.

http://taylorandfrancis.metapress.com.libproxy.wlu.ca/link.asp?id=yujf78r9jndvwgmk

10. Dakar Declaration, (Report of the Regional Conference for Africa), World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance,  http://www.unhchr.ch/huridocda/huridoca.nsf/AllSymbols/28973D938720AD49C1256A530053054E/$File/G0112246.doc?OpenElement

11. Rhoda E. Howard-Hassmann, "Reparations to Africa and the Group of Eminent Persons", Cahiers d'Etudes africaines, XLIV (1-2),173-174, 2004, pp. 81-97. 

12. Matt James, "Recognition, Redistribution and Redress: the Case of the 'Chinese Head Tax'," Canadian Journal of Political Science, vol. 37, no.4, December 2004, pp. 883-902.

http://journals.cambridge.org.libproxy.wlu.ca/bin/bladerunner?REQUNIQ=1119465041&REQSESS=1854489&118200REQEVENT=&REQINT1=271343&REQAUTH=0

13. Ronald L. Mize, "Reparations for Mexican Braceros? Lessons Learned from Japanese and American Attempts at Redress," Cleveland State Law Review, vol. 52, no. 1/2, 2005, pp. 273-296. 
14. Jones, Adrian L, "Introduction: the 'Global' Nature of International Crimes," (unpublished article [to be distributed via email by Dr. Howard-Hassmann])
15. Ruth Wedgwood, "The International Criminal Court: An American View," EJIL, 10, (1999) pp. 93-107. 
http://ejil.oxfordjournals.org.libproxy.wlu.ca/cgi/reprint/10/1/93

16. Mark A. Drumbl, "Justice on the Grass: The Promise of Gacaca for Postgenocide Rwanda" (January 2004, unpublished)

17. Fiona C. Ross, "Using Rights to Measure Wrongs: a case study of method and moral in the work of the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission," in Richard Ashby Wilson and Jon P. Mitchell, eds. Human Rights in Global Perspective: Anthropological studies of rights, claims and entitlements, London: Routledge, 2003, pp. 163-82.

18. Andrew Rigby, "Truth and Justice as Far as Possible: Evaluating the Latin American Experience," in Rigby, Justice and Reconciliation: After the Violence, Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2001, pp. 63-93.  
19. Joanna R. Quinn, "Constraints: the Un-Doing of the Ugandan Truth Commission," Human Rights Quarterly, vol. 26, no. 2, May 2004, pp. 401-27.
http://muse.jhu.edu.libproxy.wlu.ca/journals/human_rights_quarterly/v026/26.2quinn.pdf

20. Binaifer Nowrojee, "Making the Invisible War Crime Visible: Post-Conflict Justice for Sierra Leone's Rape Victims," Harvard Human Rights Journal, vol. 18, spring 2005, pp. 85-105.

21. Mark Gibney and Erik Roxstrom, "The Status of State Apologies", Human Rights Quarterly, vol. 23, no. 4, November 2001, pp. 911-39.

http://muse.jhu.edu.libproxy.wlu.ca/journals/human_rights_quarterly/v023/23.4gibney01.pdf

22. Mark Gibney and Niklaus Steiner,  "Apology and the  'War on Terror'", (prepared for Mark Gibney, Rhoda E. Howard-Hassmann, Jean-Marc Coicaud and Niklaus Steiner, eds., The Age of Apology: The West Faces its Past (contracted for publication by United Nations University Press, 2007, subject to favourable review) [unpublished article, will be distributed via email]

23. Carlos A. Parodi, "State Apologies under U.S. Hegemony," (Prepared for Mark Gibney, Rhoda E. Howard-Hassmann, Jean-Marc Coicaud and Niklaus Steiner, eds., The Age of Apology: The West Faces its Past (contracted for publication by United Nations University Press, 2007, subject to favourable review) [unpublished article, will be distributed via email]

24. International Council of Museums, "ICOM Code of Ethics," 2004,  http://icom.museum/ethics.html

25. Torpey, John, "Making Whole What has been Smashed: Reflections on Reparations", Journal of Modern History, vol. 73, June 2001, pp. 333-358.

http://www.journals.uchicago.edu.libproxy.wlu.ca/JMH/journal/issues/v73n2/730205/730205.html

INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO WRITE TERM PAPER PROPOSALS

All students must submit proposals for their term paper.  Your proposal is worth 10% of your final grade.










.

Students should briefly discuss their interests and possible topics with Professor Hassmann before writing the proposals. You may discuss your proposed topic with her during her office hours, during class break or before or after class.  Do not start working on a proposal before clearing your topic with Dr. Hassmann.

The term paper proposal is due October 18, 2005 in class. The revised term paper (if required) is due November 1, 2005, in class. Dr. Hassmann will not be responsible for difficulties you may incur in research for your final papers, if she has not approved your proposal beforehand.

Instructions: Proposals should be 4-5 pp.  They should include the following, in the order presented. 

1. A title (general topic).  Make sure this topic is not too broad.

2. The question you are asking.  It is not enough merely to have a topic; you must have a question about that topic.  Your question should be as narrow as possible to begin with: you can always expand it if you need to, but if your question is too broad you won’t know where to begin.

3. A tentative hypothesis; that is, your tentative answer to your question.  You should explain the logic behind your hypothesis as much as you can at this early stage.  Your final paper does not have to confirm your original hypothesis.  You may conclude that your original hypothesis was not correct.


4. Where necessary, definitions of your key terms; e.g. apology, vengeance (The definition can be your own, as long as you use it consistently.)

5. A preliminary list of sub-titles.  A paper of 30 pp. might include 4 or 5 subtitles.

6. A preliminary bibliography. A good rule of thumb is that you should have as many references as there re pages in your essay.

 Even at this early stage, you should have done some bibliographical work.  Your bibliography and essay must incorporate relevant materials from the course readings. Aside from articles or chapters from your assigned texts, your bibliography might include official documents (e.g. from the Yugoslavia Tribunal), non-governmental organization material (e.g. International Crisis Group), academic analyses (academic journal articles [e.g. Human Rights Quarterly] or specific chapters of books), and reports from weekly or daily news magazines or newspapers (NB. these should only be used when better sources are not available).


CRITERIA OF EXCELLENCE IN TERM PAPERS

Following is a list of what I look for in a term paper.  The categories on this chart are for your assistance.  They are not an exhaustive list of comments which can be made about a paper.

1. Originality of Thought

Is there evidence of original thinking?_________

Does the student use any original, unusual but pertinent sources?_________

Does the student ask any unusually perceptive questions?__________

Does the student criticize her/his author(s)’


sources?__________


logic?__________


evidence?__________


methodology?__________

2. Logic and Presentation

Introductory statement present?__________

Conclusion present?__________

Is presentation logical?__________

Is there a serious argument running through the paper?__________

Are student’s own views


Present?__________


Defended with empirical evidence?__________


Defended with logic?__________

3. Quality of Research

Adequate number of sources?__________

Are sources good quality?__________

Are sources up to date?__________

Are sources actually used in body of paper?


Appropriately?__________ (e.g. used to support argument)


Inappropriately?__________ (e.g. tacked on to end of paper)

4. Documentation

Is there a bibliography?__________


Is information in it



complete?__________



consistent?__________



accurate?__________

Are bibliographical sources listed in alphabetical order?__________

NB. Students must use a recognized documentation style.  

Footnoting:


Are all quotations footnoted?__________



Do all quotations have opening and closing quotation marks?__________


Are all unusual or questionable facts/statements footnoted?__________

Are any paragraphs, sentences or phrases taken directly from sources without footnotes?__________

(Please use footnotes rather than endnotes)

NB.  INCLUSION OF UNFOOTNOTED PARAGRAPHS, SENTENCES OR PHRASES IN YOUR WORK CONSTITUTES PLAGIARISM: THAT IS, ACADEMIC DISHONESTY.

5. Style

Are there subtitles?__________

Do subtitles properly indicate what the section is about?__________

Is paragraphing adequate?__________

Are there spelling mistakes?__________

Are there grammatical errors?__________

Does the student misuse words?__________

6. Basic presentation

Are pages numbered?__________

Is there a title page?__________


Including:



title?__________



name of student?__________



student number?__________



Student’s telephone number/email address?__________

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
WEEKLY COMMENTS

Each week, you must hand in a 750-word essay including thoughtful comments, questions or criticisms of the readings. You should be prepared to make these comments or criticisms, or pose the questions, in class.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Students must bring two copies of these comments to class, one for them to refer to and one for Dr. Hassmann to refer to.

There are three purposes to these short comments:

1) Demonstrate that you have done the assigned weekly readings.  You do not need to include a bibliography:  parenthetical references (e.g. Barkan, p. 122) are sufficient.

2) Show that you have thought critically about the readings.  Include critical comments and questions; make observations about what else you might like to learn to make sense of the readings.

3) Be prepared to lead class discussion.  For each class, one or two students will be selected to lead discussion.  Other will also be expected to contribute.  Students will know in advance when it is their turn to lead discussion.  
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